Online Backup – Protect Your Data Offsite
Yev Pusin from Backblaze
Hard drives eventually fail, some sooner, some later. If your data is important, you should have 3 copies – using different media and stored in different locations. The first is on your computer, of course, a second is nearby (typically a USB drive or Network Attached Storage), and the third is stored remotely in case of fire or burglary.

Online cloud storage makes an immediate copy whenever you save a file. If you delete a file by mistake, they still have a copy. If you edited a document or photo, but made a mistake, they can provide a prior version. If you fall victim to ransomware, both your primary and any attached backup drive will likely both be infected, but online backup will be able to come to your rescue.

Backblaze is one of the major online backup providers with 750 petabytes stored & over 35 billion files recovered. (a petabyte is a million gigabytes). Our speaker will by Yev Pusin, who has been with the company for over 8 years, has been in technical support and currently runs the company’s blog and social media relations.

This presentation will cover:
· How Backblaze works: Where the data is kept, how their special storage technology used in their “pods” keeps costs down, how to get started, and how to do your first restore.
· How Backblaze compares to similar offerings from other companies such as Carbonite.
· What happens if you reorganize your hard drive? Will Backblaze be able to put things back where they go now without redundant copies in obsolete locations.
· How online backup storage differs for those who already have storage from OneDrive, Google, Amazon, etc.
· The difference between hot and cold storage, and why you might prefer one over the other.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Which hard drives to avoid. Backblaze is well known for the annual hard drive failure study. They keep data on the failure rates of their over 100,000 spinning hard drives and publish an annual study. Yev will talk about what they’ve learned.
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